


It all Began With

"Loki" !

Why Clicker Training? I wanted a better way of training
other than the traditional ways. I have never been one to
force my dogs to do anything. When I got my first
purebred dog, “Loki”, I wanted to train him in a way that
was fun and positive. After a year of working with him I
was hooked on the Clicker.

Loki was incredibly smart and would try anything.
Because of Clicker Training and the fun we had, “Brin”,
was added to our home and we trained her using the
Clicker method.

Both dogs can do some of the same things that Service
Dogs are trained to do. They can open and close cabinets,
ring a doorbell to go outside, retrieve dropped items. In
addition to basic obedience, we also trained them in agility
and of course, tons of neat tricks. Brin was a registered
Delta Society therapy dog with the help of the clicker.
With clicker training my dogs I have achieved many
things I never thought possible.

With the knowledge gained with the two older dogs. We
have now have 2 cats and have been training them using
the clicker method and have taught them to sit, give kisses,
shake.

After the passing of Loki we found Strider and he is a blast

to train and he loves every minute of it. He is also now a
registered therapy animal with Delta Society.

I have developed a close relationship with my animals
and it is because I truly understand them well by using
positive reinforcement and Clicker Training. They are all
incredibly smart, not because I am a great trainer, but
because Clicker Training is one of the greatest and easiest
methods I have ever used. It has taught me a better, more
positive, way to communicate with animals and how
positive reinforcement can be used in all areas of everyday
life.

Loki lost his battle with cancer on
June 1, 2007.

I dedicate everything I have learned
and all that I do to him because
without out him I would not be the
trainer that I am today.

He was my first clicker dog and my
once in a lifetime dog. There will
never be another Loki. Thank you
Loki for sharing your life and love
with me!

General Class Information

We hold group classes 5 times per year. Classes are held
once weekly for 7 weeks and last approximately 1 1/2
hours. There is a maximum of 10 dogs in each class and is
on a first come, first serve basis. You will need proof of
vaccines including Kennel Cough to start class.

The class fee is $185.00 and includes a target stick,
detailed handouts, weekly quizzes, and a clicker.

Your homework you return to us each week, allows us to
adjust the class curriculum to fit the needs of each class.
We address many behavior problems such as jumping,
barking, digging, mouthing, fearfulness and mild
aggression. We teach you how to teach your dog basic
cues for “sit”, “down”, “come”, “stay”, and loose leash
walking. We also ask everyone to teach their dog at least

one trick. Dog body language is discussed and shown

We encourage the dogs to socialize with each other and
with people by holding a supervised “play time” at the end
of each class once we are sure all the dogs will get along.

When you finish this course you will have a strong
understanding of the laws of learning and understand

how all animals learn through operant conditioning. Also
you will have a strong team bond with your dog which is
built on trust and cooperation. Clicker Training will help
you to find a new appreciation for your dog’s intelligence,
creativity, and sense of humor!

If you would like more information about our classes,
have any training questions, or are interested in private
lessons contact us at the Academy for Obedient Paws office
at (574)-875-0814.

Or visit our web site at: www.aopclick.com

Ice & Neko (Back) Strider, Freya & Brin
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What is Clicker Training?

"Clicker training" is a dog trainers' slang for the
technique of training a behavior with positive
reinforcement and a marker signal, the sound of a plastic
clicker. Simply stated, Clicker Training is a way to talk to
your dog. The trainer picks a desirable behavior and
"clicks" it, as it happens. The click tells the pet exactly
what it did to earn the food, praise, petting, or toy that
follows. Animals quickly learn to repeat whatever they
were doing when they hear that click. By clicking various
small actions the trainer can "build" the final behavior--
heeling, retrieving, greeting visitors politely, etc.-~step by
step.

Does Clicker Training require special skills?
Clicker Training is a bit like playing the children's “Hot

and Cold” game with your pet. It requires no physical
strength or skill beyond the ability to press the clicker tab;
yet, with well-timed clicks, you can communicate exactly
what you want your pet to do. Most pet owners "catch on"
to Clicker Training a lot faster than they do to traditional
training systems of baiting with food and correcting with
jerks on a leash. Although, Clicker Training is a less
physically challenging training method, it is more
mentally challenging for both the animal and the handler.
In other words, not only will your dog need to use his
brains, but you will too!

How do the animals respond | A leader should
to Clicker Training?

Pets LOVE Clicker Training. be respected,
Lnstead of lqarning, rqluctanﬂy, not feared.

ow to avoid your displeasure
by changing their behavior,
they learn, happily, how to please you by doing those
things that make you click. It doesn't matter what kind of
pet you have, or how old it is. Dogs, from old-timers to
little puppies, soon start "offering" the behaviors they
have learned, as a way of asking you for what they need.
It's a thinking game, for the pet: "What can I do NEXT, to
earn my click?"

Does Clicker Training work just for dogs?
Ever wonder how they train dolphins and your favorite

“dog” stars? You guessed it, clicker training. Do you have
a cat, not a dog? Or a bird, or a rabbit, or a horse? Even
kids are getting clicked these days! Clicker Training is
harmless and fun for any animal. And, with clicker
training, you get all of your pet's intelligence and ability
working "for" you, rather than against you. With a little
practice, you'll discover more delightful aspects of your
pet's intelligence and personality than you ever imagined.
Clicker Training opens the door to a new level of mutual
understanding and communication between us and each
of our cherished animal companions.

Why is it that the “clicker” (conditioned reinforcer)
elicits such a powerful response?

The “click” can easily be delivered at the precise
moment intended and does not require the animal to be
watching. This helps the trainer selectively choose the
exact form of the animal's behavior that is desired.
Because less precise reinforcements, such as a pat on the
head, often involve a slight delay between the exact
behavior and the actual delivery of the reinforcement, the
behavior that you wanted is sometimes not the behavior
that you are actually reinforcing. For example: your dog
sits on command, you lean over to pat him on the head,
he turns his head to sniff the gorgeous poodle next to
him, your hand touches his head. You have just
reinforced his head turning to the dog next to him.

The “click” starts out as neutral stimuli, having no
effect on behavior. It becomes a conditioned reinforcer by
occurring at about the same time as a food treat, play
time, or another primary reinforcer. In other words, the
animal learns, “Cool, I heard that noise again. That means
I'm going to get a treat soon!” Soon your pet will start
trying to find ways to make you “click”.

How is the conditioned reinforcer (the “click” of a
clicker) used in a training session?

Research has shown that the more frequently a behavior
is reinforced, the more often that behavior will occur.
Any reinforcer, primary (food) or conditioned (a “click”),
selectively increases any behavior it follows, which is how
you get specific behaviors to increase while unreinforced
behaviors do not. For example: if you are teaching your
dog to sit and the reinforcer is delivered only when the
dog is sitting, it will tend to sit until you deliver the
reinforcer, whether it is a conditioned reinforcer such as
a click or a primary reinforcer such as food.

If you progressively delay delivery of the reinforcer
while the dog is sitting, the dog will learn to sit for longer
periods of time because you are reinforcing longer, rather
than shorter, sitting responses.

A clicker allows you to mark the exact instant that the
animal is doing the right thing. With the conditioned
reinforcer (the click) you can tell the animal what you
want more clearly, in circumstances where you could not
present food in mid-behavior. For example, you can click
as the dog clears a jump, while in mid air; or you can
click behavior that occurs at a distance, for example
retrieving, or that occurs very briefly, such as pricking
the ears.

Once you have established the clicker as a positive
conditioned reinforcer by repeatedly pairing it with a
primary reinforcer (food treats, play time, etc.) you can
use it to selectively increase the behavior you want the
animal to perform.
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How do Clicker Training methods differ from other
training methods?

The biggest difference between traditional training and
clicker training is that with clicker training there is an
abundant and constructive use of conditioned reinforcers.

The second difference is that with clicker training, a
trainer is able to break behaviors down into small,
achievable steps, and thus approaches any behavioral
goals through conditioned reinforcement. Finally, in
general, clicker training does not rely on punishment to
teach behaviors.

What can you train an animal to do?
In the words of Dr. Marian Breland Bailey of Animal

Behavior Enterprises, Anything a dog is physically and
mentally capable of doing. You name it; find the remote
control, get your slippers, roll over, stop barking, etc. If
you are able to break the behavior down into conditioned
reinforceable parts, your pet can learn it.

How can I use a clicker to teach my dog NOT to do
something?

Most ways of using positive reinforcement to reduce the
frequency of a problem behavior involve creating or
increasing desired behaviors. For example, one approach
is to train an incompatible behavior. You can train the dog
to sit when someone comes in the house. The dog can't sit
and jump up at the same time, so making sitting more
likely under those conditions makes jumping less likely.
The dog can now earn reinforcement by sitting politely
and being greeted by the guest. Any behavior can be
trained to function in this way, as long as the behavior is
intermittently reinforced.

You can also put the undesired behavior on cue. For
example, you teach the dog to rear up on its hind legs with
a command like "paws up" and offer your forearm as a
place for the dog to rest its front legs. In training this
performance, it will be important to never reinforce the
behavior if it occurs in the absence of the command. After
this training is well-established the dog will be unlikely to
jump up when the command is not offered.

Will I always need to carry a clicker around with me to
get my dog to behave?

I like to compare the clicker to the hammer and nails
you use to build a house. The hammer and nails are used
often in the initial building stage but then are only used to
make repairs or additions. You will only use the clicker
when a behavior is being learned. Once the behavior is on
a verbal cue you will only need the clicker to improve a
behavior or to add a new behavior.

Can the whole family train our dog or should only
one person be responsible for the training?

We encourage entire family participation. One person
should be responsible for teaching the learning theories to
other family members, but once those theories are
understood everyone can join in. We have taught handlers
from the ages of 7 to 707

At what age can a dog be clicker trained?

The Academy for Obedient Paws will accept dogs as
young as 7_weeks of age if they have been examined, and
had their first set of vaccines, including Kennel Cough.

A dog is never too old or too young to learn!

We do recommend that your dog have a Kennel Cough

treatment two weeks before classes start.

If a dog has been trained with command-based training
will he still respond to clicker training?

A dog that has had previous training with the Jerk and
Praise training or what I fondly call “Yank and Thank”
training, is considered a “cross-over” dog. Jerk and Praise
training is based on the dog doing something wrong and
being punished. Clicker training is based on the opposite
theory. The dog is allowed to be creative and is rewarded
for a small bit of behavior in the desired direction of the
goal behavior. Initially, a cross-over dog is leery of trying
new behaviors because in the past he was punished if he
offered a behavior before a command was given. Although
less creative in the beginning, these dogs catch up quickly.

Clicker training relies on
cooperation between dog
and owner.

You become a team working
toward a mutual goal.

Where can I get more information?
Visit our web site at www.aopclick.com and you will
find many clicker resources. You may also reach Jena at

k9trainer@aopclick.com or at the AOP office
(574)875-0814
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The Gentle Leader Head Collar®

In some cases we may recommend a Gentle Leader®.
Many clients request them, especially after seeing the
dramatic calming effect that occurs in most dogs.

The Gentle Leader was invented by a Veterinarian, Dr.
RK. Anderson, and trainer, Ruth Foster. The Gentle
Leader® is now being used by large training organizations
such as, Canine Companions for Independence and Leader
Dogs.

How it works

One of the benefits of the Gentle Leader® is that when
you make a correction it is with a very gentle pull on the
lead. This pull automatically turns the dog’s head toward
you, giving you the dog’s attention. Maintaining attention
in a dog is one way of maintaining control.

The Gentle Leader® works quickly because it controls the
head, which controls the dog. The Gentle Leader® nose
loop works with very little pressure. Studies have
determined that the pressure on the nose is just 10% to
15% of the pressure on the neck . The dog is not harmed,
but guided.

When walking, the collar lets you “drive" your dog like a
car. Subtle corrections let you steer the dog left or right,
forward or reverse.

The collar also works with a dog's instincts. Dogs tend to
pull against pressure. If your dog is wearing a regular
collar and leash, or even a choke style training collar he
will pull forward as you pull back, leading him to gag and
choke. You are not in control, and your dog is coughing
and sputtering. Attention is lost, and the lesson has failed.

Once you have used the Gentle Leader® you will
appreciate how simple and perfect is works. You’ll also
appreciate the instant, almost automatic control you have
over your dog.

Minor Problems

There are only two problems with a Gentle Leader® and
each can be easily overcome. The first is that your dog
won't like the collar at first. If you are persistent, however,
your dog will get used to it and not give it a second
thought -just like his first collar. Give in to your dog on
this, and you lose the battle. Make your dog wear the
collar and don't give in to his emotional pleadings. The
second problem with the Gentle Leader® is that many
people who see your dog
wearing it will think
your dog is vicious and
wearing a muzzle. They
will be intrigued by the
collar and even more
curious when you
explain that it is the best

training device ever invented for dogs -~and not a muzzle.

The Nose Loop

Dogs are naturally "pack" animals with a highly struc-
tured social order. One of the ways the "pack leader" will
demonstrate his position is to gently, but firmly, grasp a
subordinate's muzzle in his mouth. This is a non-
aggressive but very clear signal regarding who's the
leader! The nose loop encircles your dog's muzzle in this
same manner, "letting him know in his own language that
you are his leader." Dogs feel more secure when they
know who the leader is.

The Neck Loop
Have you noticed how puppies seem to melt in

relaxation when their mother picks them up at the back of
the neck? The Gentle Leader® applies pressure to the "back
of the neck" rather than the front of the throat, working
with your dog's natural relaxation instinct with an
amazing calming effect. Also, dogs tend to pull "against"
pressure so the gentle pressure at the back of the neck
causes the dog to pull backward, not forward. This means
an end to leash~pulling forever! The Gentle Leader® gives
you control with humane restraint--pressure is applied at
the back of the neck instead of the front of the throat.

The Gentle Leader® offers a fast, gentle, and effective
way to control "unwanted behaviors"--without harsh
methods or devices! Because it's scientifically designed to
work "with" your dog's natural instincts, "behaviors
change in minutes--not weeks!"

The Gentle Leader is not a muzzlel

Repeat after me, “The Gentle Leader® is not a muzzle.”
When fitted properly, your dog may open his mouth to
eat, drink, pant, fetch and bark--except when you pull
gently on the leash to close his mouth.

Treating behavior problems

The Gentle Leader® is recommended in almost all
behavior modification programs. When it is fitted and
used appropriately under the supervision of a professional
trainer, veterinarian, or behavior consultant, the Gentle
Leader® can be very effective for treating certain behavior
problems.

When to wear the head collar?

The Gentle Leader® is designed to deal with specific
behavior problems and should be worn whenever those
behaviors are likely to occur. For leash pulling and
lunging, it should be worn whenever you walk your dog.
For problems like jumping on guests, barking, fear, and
mild aggression etc. (or general attitude adjustment?), it
should be worn when you feel you may need it. NEVER
leave your dog alone with the head collar on.

We must fit the Gentle Leader and the cost is $30.00
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Class Registration Form

‘ Owner Information ‘

Title First Name Last Name

Street Address

City State Zip Code

Home Phone Work Phone Fax Number

E-mail Address

Please call for class dates & times:

If you are writing a check please include Date of Birth & Drivers License Number

How did you hear about our classes?

Primary Trainer's name:
.|

Dog Information
Name Breed Date of Birth Sex Neutered?
Veterinarian Phone Number Vaccination Date

Has your dog had any previous obedience or puppy classes? If so, please describe:

Do you have any specific problems or concerns with your dog? If so, please describe:

Is your dog aggressive toward other dogs?

Has your dog ever growled or snapped at anyone? If so, please describe:

What would you like your dog to learn from these classes?
.|

Agreement to Hold Harmless, Waiver and Assumption of Risk
| understand that attendance at a dog obedience training class is not without risk to myself, members of my family or guests who may attend. Due to the
excitement of being at the class, the strange surroundings and the other dogs, the dog may be difficult to control even when handled with the best of care.

| hereby waive and release = The Academy for Obedient Paws / Jena Shimkus/ any employee’s

hereinafter referred to as the “Training Organization”, its employees, officers, member and agents from any and all liability of any nature, for Injury or
damage which I, my family, or my dog may suffer, including specifically, but without limitation, any injury or damage resulting from the action of any dog,
and | expressly assume the risk of such damage or injury while attending any training session, or any other function, of the Training Organization, or while
on the training grounds or the surrounding area thereto as a result of any action by any dog, including my own.

Signature of Owner or Authorized Agent Date
(In case of a minor, a parent or legal guardian must sign.)

No Refunds will be given unless the doq is deceased or too ill to take part in more than half the classes

Remember to enclose your registration / release form, a copy of proof of vaccines plus Kennel
Cough shot and $185 registration fee. Checks may be made payable to Academy for Obedient
Paws (or AOP) and mailed to : Academy for Obedient Paws - 58663 Runway Rd. - Elkhart, IN
46516. Checks must have drivers license number and birth date noted on them.
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